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RAILWAY DISCONTINUANCE BILL 2005 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 31 August. 

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [12.38 pm]:  The bill is fairly straightforward.  At the outset I would like to thank the 
minister for the briefing that was arranged and attended by my colleagues and me.   
The Liberal Party supports the bill.  The bill deals with two closures and discontinuation of railway lines in the 
metropolitan area.  The first section of line outlined in schedule 1 is a portion of approximately 2.7 kilometres in 
length of the old Kwinana-Fremantle railway line.  This section of railway line has not operated, as the minister 
outlined in her second reading speech, since 1984.  Sections of this line south of the proposed closure section 
were discontinued by legislation in 1973, as has been outlined to me.  Within part of the 2.7 kilometre closure 
section is a portion of railway line that is required to be purchased by the developers of the Port Catherine 
marina project.  This is to enable the project to proceed.  The Liberal Party has no argument against this 
requirement and supports it.  The future rail freight needs of Fremantle will not be impeded or affected by this 
bill.  The Fremantle-Welshpool standard and narrow gauge lines remain in place and meet the needs of the 
Fremantle port.  The second portion of railway line identified in the bill under schedule 2 for discontinuance and 
closure is approximately 2.9 kilometres in length, and has not been used for nearly 14 years.  In her second 
reading speech, the minister described the section of road proposed for closure as from Daddow Road, Kewdale 
to Railway Parade, Welshpool.  After a briefing with members of the department, I am reliably informed that 
that is no longer the case.  The proportion to be closed or discontinued is that section from Pilbara Street to 
Railway Parade Welshpool, a distance of 2.9 kilometres.  I understand a change is required to enable the spur 
line to Sadleirs Transport freight terminal to remain in place and functional.  Provisions under other acts allow 
this to occur under proximity to the established railway line.  The Liberal Party also supports this part of the bill.  
Hopefully, additional opportunities will arise for increased competition in the freight terminal business within 
the Kewdale freight complex.  As I said, this bill is straightforward and is not complex.  I advise that the 
opposition supports the passage of this bill.  

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [12.42 pm]:  I thank the 
member for Moore for his support of the legislation.  I confirm that he is correct: the second reading speech does 
not entirely accurately describe what is going on.  Indeed, the part of the second reading speech that reads 
“Discontinuing the railway through the Kewdale freight complex reinforces its role as the freight terminal, rather 
than an area of mainline operation” has had to be deleted.  The reason for this, as the member for Moore pointed 
out, is that although aspects of the railway line have been closed, a spur line has been developed for Sadleirs, and 
that needs legislative cover.  Because the Sadleirs line falls within the limits of deviation allowed under the 
legislation, the most appropriate action is to keep that line in.  Obviously another way of dealing with this would 
have been to redefine the line.  No matter how many times I have sent this legislation back to get it absolutely 
right, it appears as though it is never 100 per cent correct.  I thank the member for Moore and the opposition for 
their support for this legislation.  The government is very much committed to rail freight; however, we need to 
modernise the alignments and this bill will help us do that.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan (Minister for Planning and Infrastructure), and 
transmitted to the Council. 
 


